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Bitter disagreements arise over how to manage health and environmental risks. Trying to 
determine what is in the public interest is at the heart of these disagreements, but the core 
concerns of major sectors – industry, governments, and voluntary associations – are also at stake. 
Attempts to defuse the controversies and find solutions acceptable to all parties have met with 
little success.

Leiss and Chociolko show that controversies arise in part because many participants try to avoid 
assuming full responsibility for the consequences for the risk taking they advocate. Through 
documented case studios they address the difficulties of arriving at reliable scientific estimates of 
risk in controversial areas and the impact of this uncertainty on disagreements among different 
interest groups over how to manage those risks responsibly. In conclusion, they attempt to 
delineate conditions under which consensus on the assessment and management of 
environmental health risks might be achieved among a wide range of interest groups.
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